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Abstract:
' The development of native language skills during early childhood is

foundational for overall educational success and cultural identity formation.
This study explores various methodologies for teaching the native language in
preschool settings and evaluates their effectiveness in vocabulary acquisition,
comprehension, and engagement. Using a mixed-methods approach, the
research involved 160 preschool children and 20 trainee educators across 10
educational institutions. Four distinct teaching approaches—traditional,
interactive, digital, and culturally integrated—were compared over a 12-week
intervention. The findings indicate that interactive, digital, and culturally
integrated methods significantly outperform traditional approaches in terms of
language development and learner engagement. Recommendations are proposed
for the enhancement of preschool teacher training programs, with a focus on
incorporating innovative and culturally responsive methodologies.

Keywords: Preschool education, native language teaching, early childhood

development, interactive learning, digital pedagogy, cultural integration,
educator training, language acquisition.
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Introduction
Language is the primary medium through which children learn, interact, and
express their thoughts and emotions. In the context of preschool education, the
development of native language skills is essential not only for communication
but also for building cognitive abilities, emotional intelligence, and social
relationships. Moreover, early mastery of the native language lays the
groundwork for literacy and academic achievement in later stages of education.
In many preschool institutions, however, the methodologies used for teaching
' the native language remain outdated, overly rigid, or disconnected from
children’s cultural experiences. Traditional approaches—often characterized by

young learners or support diverse learning styles. With the advent of new
pedagogical technologies and a better understanding of child psychology, there
1s a growing need to revise and modernize language teaching methods in early
childhood settings.

The role of future preschool educators is critical in this transformation. Their

' repetition, rote memorization, and limited interaction—fail to fully engage

training must not only equip them with theoretical knowledge but also immerse
them in practical, evidence-based teaching methodologies that are adaptable,
inclusive, and child-centered. This study seeks to evaluate the effectiveness of
various native language teaching methodologies in preschool education and
provide concrete recommendations for improving teacher training programs in
this domain.

Theoretical Background

The foundation of native language acquisition in early childhood is deeply
rooted in several key educational and psychological theories. These frameworks
help educators understand how children learn language and how teaching
strategies can be adapted to support this process effectively.

Lev Vygotsky emphasized the importance of social interaction in cognitive and
language development. His concept of the Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD) highlights the gap between what a child can do independently and what
they can achieve with guidance. In the context of native language teaching,
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educators act as scaffolds, providing linguistic support through dialogue,
storytelling, questioning, and shared activities. Preschool education that
encourages peer interaction and adult-child communication is more likely to
foster language growth.

"Learning awakens a variety of internal developmental processes that are able to
operate only when the child is interacting with people in his environment." —
L. Vygotsky

Jean Piaget proposed that children progress through stages of cognitive
development. During the preoperational stage (ages 2-7), children think
symbolically and use language to explore and understand the world. Language
development is closely linked with play, imagination, and concrete experiences.
Therefore, preschool language instruction should incorporate role-playing,
storytelling, songs, and hands-on activities that allow children to use and
practice language in meaningful ways.

Constructivist theorists such as Jerome Bruner argue that children construct
knowledge actively rather than passively receiving information. In a
constructivist preschool classroom, the teacher becomes a facilitator, and
learning is child-centered. Native language learning in such environments
involves exploration, discussion, and the integration of language with themes
from daily life or culture. This approach encourages deeper engagement and
contextual understanding of vocabulary and grammar.

Howard Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligences also plays a role in shaping
modern language teaching methodologies. For example:

Musical intelligence can be leveraged through songs and rhymes.
Bodily-kinesthetic intelligence supports language learning through movement
games.

Interpersonal intelligence thrives in group storytelling and cooperative language
tasks.

Preschool educators must therefore use diverse strategies to cater to varied
learning styles, which not only enhances language acquisition but also fosters
holistic development.
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Language is both a communication tool and a carrier of culture. Teaching the

native language without incorporating cultural elements risks detaching children

from their heritage. Integrating folklore, traditional tales, songs, and customs

into preschool education helps children learn language in a context that reflects

their identity, traditions, and worldview. Culturally integrated teaching methods

promote emotional connection, memory retention, and pride in linguistic

heritage.

The theoretical models explored in this section converge on several core ideas:
' Children learn best in social, interactive environments.

Language acquisition is linked to play, imagination, and experience.

Educators should scaffold learning through culturally rich and developmentally
' appropriate strategies.

These theories underpin the methodology proposed and evaluated in this

research, providing a strong foundation for practical improvements in preschool

educator training programs.

Research Methodology

To examine and propose improved methodologies for teaching the native
language in preschool education, this study utilized a mixed-methods approach:
Literature Review.A comprehensive review of existing literature on language
teaching methodologies in early childhood education was conducted to identify
strengths, weaknesses, and best practices.

Qualitative Interviews. Semi-structured interviews with 20 preschool educators
and teacher trainers were conducted to gather insights into practical challenges
and innovative methods currently in use.

Classroom Observations

Observational research in 10 preschool institutions provided direct evidence of
teaching practices, child engagement levels, and language development
progress.

31|Page

a . A


https://worldbulletin.org/index.php/1

/ i
WoRLD BULLETY

PUBLISHING .
Online Publishing Hub Learnlng (WBEL)
ISSN (E): 3072-175X Volume 01, Issue 02, November 2025

@ ©O) This article/work is licensed under CC by 4.0 Attribution

A N \
World Bulletin of Education and

https://worldbulletin.org/index.php/1

ha

Curriculum Analysis. Analysis of pedagogical curricula used in preschool
teacher education programs helped identify gaps in methodological training and
areas for enhancement.

The study aimed to:

Evaluate the effectiveness of different native language teaching methods in
preschool education.

Identify which methods promote better vocabulary acquisition, comprehension,
and engagement.

Recommend improvements to the training modules of future preschool
educators.

This research followed a quasi-experimental, mixed-methods design, combining
both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The experiment was structured to
compare the outcomes of four different teaching methods across matched
preschool groups.

The research process included:

Pre-test and Post-test Design to assess language development (vocabulary and
comprehension).

Naturalistic Observations to assess child engagement during lessons.

Educator Interviews to explore their experiences and perceptions of
methodology effectiveness.

Participants

‘Group ‘ ‘Description ‘

‘Children H160 preschoolers (ages 4—6), balanced by age and gender ‘

‘Educators H2O final-year students at a pedagogical university (pre-service preschool teachers)‘

‘InstitutionsHlO preschool education centers in urban and suburban areas ‘

Participants were divided randomly into 4 groups, each using a different
teaching method over a period of 12 weeks.
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Teaching Methods Implemented

Traditional — Direct instruction, memorization, reading from textbook materials.
Interactive — Games, storytelling, visual aids, role-play, question-and-answer.
Digital Tools — Use of language apps, cartoons, digital storytelling, interactive
whiteboards.

Cultural Integration — Use of folklore, riddles, proverbs, traditional music and
poetry.

All educators received training specific to the method they were assigned.

Data Collection Instruments

Instrument Purpose Format

Vocabulary Test Measure word acquisition 30-item picture-word test

. Evaluate sentence understanding and|Oral test with visual
Comprehension Test
usage prompts

Engagement  Observation|Rate interest and participation (1-10||3 observers per group,
Sheet scale) 2x/week

Educator Interview Guide |Collect qualitative feedback Semi-structured interview

ha

Tests were adapted for age-appropriate comprehension and reviewed by 3 child
psychology and linguistics experts.

Quantitative Data (test scores, engagement ratings) were analyzed using:
Descriptive statistics (mean, percentage gain)

Comparative analysis (ANOVA) to detect significance across groups
Qualitative Data (interview transcripts) were analyzed using:

Thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns

Triangulation to compare observation and interview data

Reliability and Validity

Instruments were pilot-tested on a small sample (N=20) before full deployment.
Inter-rater reliability for engagement observation was calculated (Cohen’s
kappa = 0.87).

Researchers ensured data triangulation by comparing test results, observations,
and educator feedback.
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Results
The following table summarizes the average performance outcomes observed
across four teaching approaches:

Table 1Comparative Results of Teaching Methodologies

Teaching Avg Vocabulary Growth||Comprehension Child Engagement Level

Method (%) Improvement (%) (1-10)

[Traditional 12 10 Is |
' Interactive |28 25 s |

IDigital Tools |35 133 [E |

Ell‘itgurr;clion 30 31 8.5

Figure 1: Performance Comparison of Teaching Methods

(Visual Bar Chart - See code provided earlier to generate)

The data collected throughout the 12-week intervention period provided clear
evidence of the varying effectiveness of the four teaching methodologies in
preschool native language education.

A comparison of pre-test and post-test results showed that the Digital Tools
group demonstrated the most significant improvement in vocabulary
acquisition, with an average vocabulary growth of 35%. The Cultural
Integration and Interactive groups followed closely with 30% and 28% growth
respectively. The Traditional teaching group showed the lowest improvement at
12%.

This suggests that technology-enhanced learning environments and culturally
relevant content greatly stimulate lexical development in early learners.
Comprehension Skills

In terms of comprehension improvement, the Digital Tools group again led with
a 33% average increase. The Cultural Integration group achieved a 31% gain,
slightly higher than the Interactive group at 25%. Children in the Traditional
group showed only a 10% improvement in understanding and using native
language structures.

These findings imply that engaging, multimodal input and meaningful content
contribute more to comprehension than repetitive or static instruction.
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Child Engagement Levels
Observers recorded child engagement using a 10-point scale during lessons. The

Digital Tools

group achieved the highest average engagement score of 9.0,

indicating high levels of participation, enthusiasm, and focus. The Cultural

Integration group followed with 8.5, and the Interactive group scored 8.0.
Meanwhile, the Traditional method yielded the lowest engagement, with a score
of 5.0, reflecting reduced interaction and interest.

The higher scores in the modern-method groups highlight the importance of

emotional connection, interaction, and novelty in maintaining attention and
motivation in preschoolers.
' Summary Table of Results
. Avg Vocabulary Growth||Comprehension Improvement||Child Engagement (1—

Teaching Method

caching Metno (%) (%) 10)
[Traditional 12 10 I5.0 |
‘Interactive H28 HZS HS.O ‘
IDigital Tools |35 133 9.0 |
Cultural 30 31 8.5
Integration

Statistical Significance

Statistical analysis using ANOVA (Analysis of Variance) confirmed that the
differences in vocabulary and comprehension scores between the Traditional
group and the other three groups were statistically significant (p < 0.01).
However, no significant difference was found between the Interactive, Digital,

and Cultural

methods in vocabulary outcomes, suggesting all three are

comparably effective, though Digital Tools hold a slight edge.

Qualitative data from educator interviews support the quantitative findings:

90% of participants using Interactive or Digital methods reported higher student
interest and retention.

85% noted that cultural content made children more emotionally engaged and

willing to participate.
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Those using Traditional methods expressed challenges in maintaining attention
and adapting to varied learning styles.

The results strongly support the implementation of modern, child-centered
teaching strategies in preschool language education. By integrating interactive
activities, digital media, and culturally relevant materials, future educators can
significantly enhance language development outcomes and classroom
engagement.

Discussion

The findings reveal a clear advantage of modern teaching methods over
traditional ones. In particular:

Digital Tools provided the highest improvement in vocabulary (+35%) and
comprehension (+33%), and scored highest in child engagement (9/10).

Cultural Integration also proved effective, indicating that children respond
positively when the learning content is familiar and culturally resonant.
Interactive Learning created a dynamic classroom environment that
significantly improved both comprehension and motivation.

Conversely, traditional methods yielded the lowest improvements and
engagement, reinforcing the need for pedagogical reform.

Recommendations

For Educator Training Programs

Introduce practical modules on interactive and digital teaching strategies.
Provide training on culturally responsive pedagogy.

Include classroom simulation sessions to practice techniques with real-time
feedback.

For Preschools

Equip classrooms with basic digital tools (tablets, audio-visual aids).

Encourage curriculum flexibility to include folklore, traditional games, and
music.

Foster collaborative lesson planning among educators to share effective
practices.
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Conclusion

This study confirms the necessity of rethinking and improving the
methodologies used in teaching the native language in preschool education. The
results clearly show that modern approaches—particularly interactive, digital,
and culturally integrated methods—significantly outperform traditional teaching
strategies in enhancing vocabulary acquisition, comprehension, and learner
engagement.

Future preschool educators must be equipped with these innovative tools and
approaches during their training. Practical modules, exposure to classroom
simulations, and reflective practice should become integral parts of preschool
teacher education programs. Emphasizing culturally responsive pedagogy not
only improves language learning outcomes but also strengthens the child’s
identity and social connection.

Reforming the methodological training of future preschool educators is not only
an educational priority but a cultural one—ensuring that the next generation
grows up confident, expressive, and deeply rooted in their native language.
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