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Abstract 

This article analyzes the theme of love in “Oliver Twist” by Charles Dickens. It 

explores different forms of love, including protective, maternal and sacrificial 

love, through characters such as Mr. Brownlow and Nancy. The study highlights 

how love influences moral choices, character development and the outcome of 

the novel, emphasizing its role as a powerful and transformative force in human 

life. 
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Introduction 

Аннотация:  

В данной артикль анализируется тема любви в романе “Оливер Твист” 

Чарльз Диккенс. Рассматриваются различные формы любви, включая 

защитную, материнскую и жертвенную, на примере таких персонажей, как 

мистер Браунлоу и Нэнси. Исследование показывает, как любовь влияет на 

моральный выбор, развитие персонажей и исход произведения, 

подчеркивая её роль как мощной преобразующей силы в жизни человека. 
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Charles Dickens was a prominent English writer of the Victorian era, known for 

his vivid characters, social criticism and exploration of human emotions. Born 

in 1812 in Portsmouth, England, Dickens experienced poverty and hardship in 

his childhood, which deeply influenced his writing. His novels often highlight 

social injustice, the struggles of the poor, and the moral challenges of society. 

Through humor, irony and realism, he created stories that were both entertaining 

and thought-provoking, appealing to a wide audience. One of his most famous 

works is Oliver Twist, published as a serial between 1837 and 1839. The novel 

follows the life of Oliver, an orphan, as he faces the harsh realities of 

workhouses, criminal gangs and social inequality in 19th-century London. 

While the story depicts cruelty and injustice, Dickens also explores the theme of 

love in various forms. Love in Oliver Twist appears as familial affection, 

friendship and moral care, often contrasting with the selfishness and cruelty 

shown by other characters. Through these portrayals, Dickens shows that love 

and kindness are essential for personal survival and social harmony. His 

treatment of love highlights human compassion even in the darkest 

circumstances, making it a central moral and emotional theme of the novel. 

Oliver Twist is a novel by Charles Dickens that tells the story of a young orphan 

boy named Oliver, who grows up facing poverty, cruelty and injustice in 19th-

century England. The novel begins in a workhouse, where Oliver is born and 

raised under harsh conditions. The workhouse authorities treat the children 

cruelly and Oliver, after asking for more food, is punished and eventually sent 

away, highlighting the social problems of the time. Oliver runs away to London, 

seeking a better life, but he is quickly drawn into the world of crime. He meets 

Fagin, an old man who trains children to become pickpockets and the Artful 

Dodger, a skilled young thief. Despite the temptations and dangers surrounding 

him, Oliver remains innocent, kind and morally upright. His purity contrasts 

sharply with the selfishness and cruelty of the adults around him, such as Bill 

Sikes, a violent criminal and Mrs. Mann, who exploits the orphans. Throughout 

the novel, Dickens explores themes of love, friendship and moral goodness. 

Oliver experiences love and care through characters like Mr. Brownlow, who 

rescues and protects him and Nancy, a young woman connected to Fagin’s gang, 

who shows compassion despite her own difficult life. These acts of kindness 
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demonstrate that human goodness can survive even in a harsh and corrupt 

society. The story also exposes social injustice and the mistreatment of the poor, 

especially children. Dickens criticizes the workhouse system, crime and the 

greed and hypocrisy of Victorian society. At the same time, the novel is full of 

vivid characters, dramatic events and suspense, which make it engaging for 

readers. Oliver is rescued from danger and finds a loving family, highlighting 

the triumph of innocence, love and moral integrity over cruelty and corruption. 

Through Oliver’s story, Dickens conveys a powerful message about the 

importance of compassion, kindness, and social responsibility. The novel 

remains a timeless exploration of human suffering, resilience and the redemptive 

power of love. 

Love often appears as a protective force, guiding and safeguarding Oliver 

throughout his difficult life. Dickens contrasts the cruelty and selfishness of 

characters like Fagin and Bill Sikes with the care and compassion shown by 

others, demonstrating that love can be a source of moral strength and security. 

One of the clearest examples of love as protection is Mr. Brownlow, an elderly 

gentleman who rescues Oliver from danger and provides him with safety, 

comfort and education. From the moment he takes Oliver into his home, Mr. 

Brownlow treats him not as a poor orphan but as a valued human being. His 

concern goes beyond physical safety; he nurtures Oliver’s emotional well-being, 

helping him recover from trauma and instilling in him a sense of belonging. 

Through Mr. Brownlow’s protective love, Dickens emphasizes that affection 

and moral care can shield vulnerable individuals from harm and social injustice. 

Another example is Nancy, a young woman connected to Fagin’s criminal gang. 

Although her life is dangerous and morally compromised, she shows love and 

concern for Oliver, warning him of impending threats and risking her own safety 

to help him. Her protective actions demonstrate that love can inspire courage 

and selflessness, even in characters trapped in difficult circumstances. Nancy’s 

love is complicated, shaped by guilt, fear and loyalty, yet it ultimately acts as a 

shield for Oliver, reflecting Dickens’s belief in the transformative power of 

compassion. Love as protection is also evident in the broader support system 

Oliver encounters. Characters like Rose Maylie and other morally upright 

figures provide guidance, kindness and shelter, creating an environment where 
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Oliver can grow and maintain his innocence. These relationships highlight the 

theme that love is not just an emotion but a practical force that safeguards 

individuals from the dangers and corruption of society. By showing love as a 

protective force, Dickens contrasts the harshness of Victorian society with the 

moral potential of human relationships. Oliver’s survival and eventual happiness 

are not achieved alone; they depend on the care, attention and protective love of 

those around him. Through these relationships, Dickens demonstrates that love 

has the power to shield, guide and nurture even the most vulnerable, reinforcing 

its moral and social significance in the novel. 

In Oliver Twist, the theme of mother’s love and sacrifice is central to 

understanding Oliver’s origins and the challenges he faces. Although Oliver 

grows up as an orphan and knows little about his parents, the novel gradually 

reveals the enduring significance of his mother’s love, even after her death. 

Dickens portrays maternal love as selfless, protective and morally shaping, 

highlighting its deep emotional and social impact. Oliver’s mother, although 

absent for most of the story, is presented as a figure who sacrificed her own 

safety and well-being for her child. She dies giving birth to Oliver, ensuring that 

he survives while she perishes, showing the ultimate act of maternal devotion. 

Through this act, Dickens emphasizes that a mother’s love extends beyond life, 

shaping the moral and emotional core of her child. Oliver’s innate goodness, 

innocence and sensitivity can be seen as reflections of his mother’s love and 

moral influence, which guide him through the cruelty and corruption of the 

world around him. Her sacrifice also serves as a moral contrast to the selfishness 

of other characters. While figures like Fagin, Bill Sikes and the workhouse 

authorities exploit or endanger children for personal gain, Oliver’s mother 

embodies care, selflessness and protection. Even though she cannot physically 

protect him throughout his life, her early sacrifice sets the stage for other forms 

of love and guidance, such as the care he later receives from Mr. Brownlow and 

Nancy. In this way, Dickens links maternal love to the broader theme of love as 

a protective and sustaining force. Oliver’s mother’s sacrifice, Dickens illustrates 

that true love often requires selflessness and courage. Her actions establish a 

foundation of moral and emotional resilience in Oliver, allowing him to endure 

hardships, recognize kindness and respond with loyalty and gratitude. In Oliver 
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Twist, maternal love is not merely emotional; it is an enduring influence that 

shapes character, provides a moral compass and reinforces the novel’s central 

message about the power of love to protect and nurture, even in the harshest 

circumstances. 

Nancy is one of the most complex characters and her love plays a central role in 

the story. Unlike Oliver’s innocent and protective relationships, Nancy’s love is 

shaped by conflict, danger and moral ambiguity. She is torn between her loyalty 

to Bill Sikes, a violent and abusive criminal and her compassion for Oliver, 

which ultimately drives her toward selfless actions. Dickens uses Nancy’s love 

to explore the themes of sacrifice, courage and moral redemption. Nancy’s love 

for Sikes is complicated. Despite his cruelty and selfishness, she feels a mixture 

of loyalty, fear and emotional attachment. Her relationship with him 

demonstrates how love can be both binding and dangerous. She remains with 

Sikes because she is trapped by circumstance, poverty and her past, highlighting 

how social conditions limit choices, especially for women in Victorian society. 

Dickens presents this attachment realistically, showing that love is not always 

simple or pure; it can coexist with fear, suffering and moral conflict. At the same 

time, Nancy’s love extends beyond Sikes. She cares deeply for Oliver and is 

moved by his innocence and suffering. This compassion motivates her to take 

tremendous risks. Despite knowing that helping Oliver could endanger her own 

life, she secretly informs Mr. Brownlow about Fagin’s gang and Oliver’s 

situation. Through this act, Nancy demonstrates selfless, protective love, putting 

morality and justice above her personal safety. Her love becomes an agent of 

moral action, showing that compassion and courage can challenge the cruelty 

and corruption of the world. Tragically, Nancy’s love leads to her death. Sikes, 

discovering her betrayal, brutally murders her, punishing her loyalty to moral 

goodness over her criminal partner. Dickens uses her death to underscore both 

the dangers faced by those who act morally in a corrupt society and the profound 

impact of self-sacrificial love. Nancy’s actions, though ending in tragedy, 

contribute to Oliver’s safety and the eventual resolution of the story. Her love 

transforms her from a morally ambiguous figure into a symbol of courage, 

compassion and human conscience. Nancy’s love in Oliver Twist is complex 

and multifaceted. Her loyalty to Sikes represents the binding, often destructive 
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nature of attachment, while her compassion for Oliver illustrates selfless, moral 

love. Through her character, Dickens shows that love can inspire courage and 

sacrifice, even in the darkest circumstances and that true moral courage often 

comes at great personal cost. Nancy’s love ultimately drives the narrative 

forward, protects the innocent and highlights the redemptive power of 

compassion in a harsh, unjust society. 

Charles Dickens presents love as a powerful and complex force that shapes 

human behavior, influences moral choices and ultimately determines the fate of 

individuals. Through different characters and relationships, Dickens shows that 

love can be both protective and destructive, selfless and dangerous, but it 

remains essential for human survival and moral development. One of the key 

messages Dickens conveys is that true love is protective and selfless. Characters 

like Mr. Brownlow, Rose Maylie and Nancy demonstrate that genuine love 

involves care, sacrifice and responsibility. Their actions help protect Oliver from 

harm and guide him toward a better life. Through them, Dickens suggests that 

love has the power to rescue individuals from suffering and injustice, acting as 

a moral force in a harsh and unequal society. At the same time, Dickens shows 

that love can be complicated and even harmful. Nancy’s relationship with Bill 

Sikes reveals how love can trap individuals in unhealthy and dangerous 

situations. Her loyalty to him, despite his cruelty, illustrates that love is not 

always rational or safe. This aspect of the novel highlights the darker side of 

human attachment, especially when shaped by poverty, fear and limited choices. 

Another important idea is that love is closely connected to morality. Dickens 

contrasts characters who act out of love and compassion with those driven by 

greed and selfishness, such as Fagin and Sikes. Through this contrast, he 

emphasizes that love leads to kindness, empathy and moral growth, while the 

absence of love results in cruelty and corruption. Oliver himself represents the 

purity of love and goodness, as he remains kind and innocent despite the 

hardships he faces. Dickens also suggests that love can bring redemption. Nancy, 

although part of a criminal world, is able to act bravely and morally because of 

her compassion for Oliver. Her sacrifice shows that even those who have made 

mistakes are capable of goodness through love. This reflects Dickens’s belief in 

the possibility of moral change and the power of human compassion. Dickens 
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highlights that love is essential for creating a just and humane society. In a world 

filled with inequality and suffering, love becomes a force that restores balance, 

offering hope and healing. Oliver’s eventual happiness and safety are made 

possible not by wealth or power, but by the kindness and care of others. In 

conclusion, Dickens presents love in Oliver Twist as a complex but essential 

force that protects, guides and transforms individuals. Despite its potential 

dangers, love remains the foundation of moral goodness and human connection. 

Through the novel, Dickens ultimately argues that compassion and selfless care 

are necessary for both personal happiness and a better society.      
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